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Alys Williams as Corrie Ten Boom. Spring Harvest Sketch 2018.

“Worry does not
empty tomorrow
of sorrow; but it
empties today
of strength.”

Over forty-five years ago Nigel Swinford, a talented
musician, teacher and director, had a vision to create a new
orchestra. He wanted to bring together a freelance group of
professional musicians from all over the country to make a
Christian contribution to the arts and music. “It was quite a
revolutionary thing at the time” he explains and “Until then,
church music had often only involved a church organ. The
idea of musical instruments like the oboe, for example,
playing in church was unheard of, let alone a full orchestra”.  
  
The idea resonated with many musicians – and later singers and dancers – and so the New English
Orchestra was born, starting with a Feast of Praise in Birmingham Town Hall in 1976. A few years
later they had a vision to perform Corrie Ten Boom’s story – The Hiding Place – at the Birmingham
Hippodrome.  
  
I was 16 years old at the time and was invited to join the performers, dancers and musicians as part
of the cast for the rehearsals and performances. It was an incredible experience, but one of the
most memorable things for me was meeting Corrie Ten Boom in person. She encouraged me greatly
and I read a quote recently from her which particularly inspired me. She said, “Worry does not
empty tomorrow of sorrow; but it empties today of strength”.  
  
Jesus repeatedly tells us not to worry. He doesn’t belittle our problems but calls us deeper into trust.
I can’t help but think of God’s children around the world who are living through war and hurting. May
we do all we can to provide for them, and when human answers fail, may we trust and pray fervently.  

Saltmine’s CEO

THE LIBERATOR

“Excited” doesn’t quite cover how keen we are to
finally get The Liberator on its feet! We had our
first readthrough of Richard Hasnip’s new script all
the way back in the spring of 2019 and have been
looking forward to bringing it to the rehearsal room
ever since. Based on Rob Lacey’s original storytelling
show, Richard has re-imagined the The Liberator as a
full-cast, two-act contemporary re-telling of Jesus’ life
and teaching. Originally, we had planned to perform
The Liberator to celebrate Saltmine’s 40th birthday,
but those plans had to be put on the backburner
as Covid-19 struck. Through the uncertainty of
lockdowns, we managed to snatch a couple of weeks’
devising time around December 2021.

The opportunity to experiment and play without the
looming deadline of a performance was an unusual
gift in the busy Saltmine calendar, giving us the
ability to dive deeply into character work, as well as
opening some intense theological discussion. One of
the joys of working on a script based around Jesus’
life is that the process becomes part practical bible
study as everyone brings their own experience and
relationship with God to the creative journey. We
can’t wait for the next bout of focused rehearsal
time as we gather a brilliant team of creatives
and continue to develop, grow and produce The
Liberator as a full length show for the summer.

BOOKINGS NOW OPEN
Written by Emily Feltham

TIMES THREE

TIE ROUND UP

Wonder how you can bless your local schools,
teachers, and the next generation?

2022 saw the relaunch of our primary Theatre in
Education tours, with our internet safety production and
workshop Escape touring locally in February and The
Gardeners’ Tale touring to St Albans in March.

A CASE STUDY

Every two years, churches in St Albans sponsor a
Saltmine tour to bring high quality, free resources
to empower their local primary schools. This
March we brought The Gardeners’ Tale, our
primary production and workshop exploring the
Christian story and the themes of friendship and
forgiveness, for a two-week tour.
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You guys truly inspire me to do the right
things and ensure I’m surrounded by
people who are good for me. Thank you
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We had some amazing feedback, with teachers
saying, “It was amazing to have the afternoon
sponsored by a local church.” The group of
people who fund and organise the tour reached 19
schools, 140 teachers and 3,500 students this year.
Here is a message from them:

Our anti-knife crime, gang culture, and identity secondary
production and workshop Switch Up, also had a fourweek tour in February, and our digital mental health
resource Wonderland was booked by 3 different schools
and a youth event. The reach and response we have had
has been inspiring:
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You guys were actual incredible!! it had such
a deep meaning to the performance
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To find out more visit saltminetrust.org.uk/timesthree

TikToK comments for Switch Up
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“Bringing an authentic Christian voice, in an
acceptable and fun way, to young people who
otherwise might not hear it is hugely valuable. It
makes all the hard work seem very worthwhile.”
Could you do this in your area?
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U rlly got me to think to do the good
thing in life thank you
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Stats from all three tours January to March 2022
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Thank you so much for coming to my
school today I sobbed and you really
inspire me to further my future
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THEATRE IN EDUCATION

NEVERLAND

In our version of Peter Pan, the manuscript containing
the concept of Neverland itself had been stolen by an
inquisitive Peter Pan and lost somewhere while flying
back home. Chaos ensues as pirates, mermaids and
fairies take power into their own hands, shape the
story and even take some characters out. This leads
the characters to the truth, that became the message
of the show, ‘We need each other’. We can’t decide
who’s in or who’s out and we aren’t supposed to do it
all on our own.  
This long season of lockdown, loss, isolation and
separation has been really difficult for so many of us

and what has been reinforced is the truth that
‘We need each other’. Clapping for the NHS, shopping
for someone’s groceries, getting to know your
neighbours, valuing family - the list goes on; we weren’t
made for being alone. We were made for community,
for relationship.
The verse that inspired the message of the show was
from Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in
this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.” One thing God
asks us to do is to look out for one another, to reach out
and be community, to really listen and to help carry each
other’s burdens.  
CHRISTMAS 2021

“The performance was absolutely
brilliant!!! The kids loved it and so did
the adults. The actors are so talented and
the script, like before, was brilliant.”
- Booker 2022

BOOK CHRISTMAS 2022
(limited availability)

Written by Ben Kessell

RAPUNZEL
In the world of identity, we all need to know: “You are a
Masterpiece.” Along with Neverland, Rapunzel toured
throughout the Christmas season carrying a message
to speak into being different, being free – and being
yourself. Inspired by a verse in Ephesians 2:10 “For we
are God’s handiwork.”

“Fantastic day. The
team were brilliant professional and built
good relationships with
the students quickly.”
Wombourne High School

“The show was
excellent! My
grandson said it
was the best he
had ever seen
and was proud of
his wristband.”
– Audience Member,
Hinckley  

BOOK CHRISTMAS 2022
(limited availability)

(tear this card out along the perforation, may it bless you and direct your prayers for Saltmine)

PRAY FOR
SALTMINE
“What does the Lord require of you
But to do justly, To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God?“
						
DO JUSTLY

Micah 6:8

Pray for greater awareness for Switch Up and Faultlines as they seek
to address the vital issues of justice facing our communities – knifecrime and domestic abuse. And the potential of new issue-based
projects addressing internet safety and peer-on-peer harassment.  

LOVE MERCY

Pray for the gospel to continue to spread through The Norwich
Passion Play 2022, and our new projects The Liberator and Saltmine
Theatre Company presents Bob Hartman’s Rhyming Bible

WALK HUMBLY

Pray for our fundraising, recruitment of new team, and our ability to
keep learning and listening.

MATCH FUND A #SALTMILER
THE TCS LONDON MARATHON 2022

This year Saltmine will have another team of
runners taking to the streets of our iconic capital.
Each one will give three months plus to training
and fundraising to help us tackle issues impacting
our nation’s young people. A noble task for sure!
Want to cheer them on? You can be a part of this
epic achievement through match funding.

WHAT IS MATCH FUNDING?

It is when a financial amount is paid in proportion
to funding coming in through another source,
e.g. donations. Our runners are asked to raise a
minimum of £2,000, so when a runner reaches
their half-way point of £1,000, a match funder will
have committed prior to ‘match’ that amount to
help them cross the finish line. Anything raised on
top of that is a bonus!
We will assign a runner to you, and you can keep
up to date with their progress online.
To get involved, contact us or visit our website
saltminetrust.org.uk/londonmarathon
...You could even become a #SALTMILER yourself!

COMING SOON
VIRTUAL REALITY PROJECT
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
WEST MIDLANDS POLICE 2022

SALTMINE AT LE PAS OPTON
JUNE 2022

Saltmine Theatre Company presents Bob Hartman’s
Rhyming Bible, an all-age production re-telling the bible
in rhyme. Offering the church a fresh way to release
creativity, support community outreach, and connect
with local schools.
“So many people don’t know God’s life-giving story.
We cannot wait to bring it alive with this
new production”
- Rachael Orrell, CEO
“We look forward to bringing this unique and
innovative retelling of His story to your community!”
- Bob Hartman, Rhyming Bible Author

RECRUITMENT OF NEW TEAM
JULY 2022

THE LIBERATOR AT THE EDINBURGH
FRINGE FESTIVAL AUGUST 2022

THE LIBERATOR TOUR
SEPTEMBER 2022

SALTMINE THEATRE COMPANY
PRESENTS BOB HARTMAN’S
RHYMING BIBLE OCTOBER 2022

ENQUIRE ONLINE NOW

YOUR DONATIONS
Saltmine would not exist without our supporters’
faithful generosity. Each year, more than half of our
income comes from donations and grants given by
individuals, churches, trusts and businesses. Your
donations enable us to continue to be ‘theatre with a
message’ and reach thousands of people every year.
This illustration shows how your donations made
over the past six months (totalling £101,070
excluding restricted donations, grants & appeals)
have been used. Thank you so much – every £1
donated makes a difference!
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If you are able to use the Government’s Gift Aid
Scheme, please do let us know so that we can take
advantage of the extra 25% that we can claim.

Production
development

Marketing
Social Media
Website

Publicity
Fundraising

Vehicle running Office running
costs
costs

To find out more, visit saltminetrust.org.uk/donate

Follow us @saltminetrust

Our internship applications are open for 2022
saltminetrust.org.uk/internships
For more information and to book any of our available
productions please email creative@saltmine.org
Gifts for specific projects:
If the project for any donation received has been fully funded,
completed or discontinued for any reason, Saltmine Trust
reserves the right to use the donation for other purposes,
unless you specifically indicate to the contrary in which case we
will gladly return the gift.

A big thank you to everyone who made it to our 2022 Celebration
Day! For the first time ever, we live-streamed this event alongside
a live audience and saw double the numbers online.
Be ready to register for Celebration Day 2023 in September!  
saltminetrust.org.uk/celebrationday
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